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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 6-16 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant has filed an RCE 7/25/06, with 
new claims and limitations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 6-8, and 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 6/19/01 by 
Capriotti et al. (U.S. Patent 6,748,056). 

For claim 6, Capriotti teaches, a method for enabling a user of a portable electronic 
device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by voice, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) receiving a call in an email server from the user of the portable electronic 
device; (Capriotti, Col. 4 lines 52-57) 

(b) determining if the caller is registered as a user of the email server; (Capriotti, 
Col. 5 lines 1-13) 

(c) obtaining a pre-assigned indicium from the user of the portable electronic 
device, the message-identifying indicium having been assigned to an email message 
received by the user of the portable electronic device prior to receipt of the email 
message by that user; (Capriotti, Col. 10 lines 30-45) 
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(d) authenticating the message-identifying indicium; (Capriotti, Col. 5, lines 42- 
65, Col. 10 lines 44-56, Col. 11 lines 46-65) 

(e) requesting the caller to record a voice message; (Capriotti, Col. 5, lines 42- 
65, Col. 10 lines 44-56, Col. 11 lines 46-65) 

(f) recording the voice message; (Capriotti, Col. 5, lines 42-65, Col. 10 lines 44- 
56, Col. 1 1 lines 46-65) and 

(g) transmitting the voice message to the user of the office-based terminal. 
(Capriotti, Col. 5, lines 42-65, Col. 10 lines 44-56, Col. 1 1 lines 46-65) 

For claim 7, Capriotti teaches, the method for enabling a user of a portable electronic 
device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by voice according to 
claim 6, further comprising the step of converting the recorded voice message into a 
format adapted for attachment to an electronic message. (Capriotti, Col. 5, lines 42-65, 
Col. 10 lines 44-56, Col. 11 lines 46-65) 

For claim 8, Capriotti teaches, the method for enabling a user of a portable electronic 
device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by voice according to 
claim 6, further comprising the steps of playing an error message and terminating the 
program if the caller is not registered as a user of the email server. (Capriotti, Col. 10 
lines 30-45) 
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For claim 10, Capriotti teaches, a method for enabling a user of a portable electronic 
device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by voice, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) receiving a call in an email server from the user of the portable electronic 
device; (Capriotti, Col. 4 lines 52-57) 

(b) determining if the caller is registered as a user of the email server; (Capriotti, 
Col. 5 lines 1-13) 

(c) obtaining a pre-assigned message-identifying code from the caller; (Capriotti, 
Col. 10 lines 30-45) 

(d) authenticating the message-identifying code; (Capriotti, Col. 5, lines 42-65, 
Col. 10 lines 44-56, Col. 11 lines 46-65) 

(e) requesting the caller to record a voice message; (Capriotti, Col. 5, lines 42- 
65, Col. 10 lines 44-56, Col. 11 lines 46-65) 

(f) recording the voice message; (Capriotti, Col. 5, lines 42-65, Col. 10 lines 44- 
56, Col. 11 lines 46-65) 

(g) converting the recorded voice message into MP-3 format; (Capriotti, Col. 5, 
lines 42-65, Col. 10 lines 44-56, Col. 11 lines 46-65) and 

(h) transmitting the voice message to the user of the office-based terminal. 
(Capriotti, Col. 5, lines 42-65, Col. 10 lines 44-56, Col. 11 lines 46-65) 

For claim 1 1 , Capriotti teaches, the method for enabling a user of a portable electronic 
device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by voice according to 
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claim 6, further comprising identifying the user of the portable electronic device by using 
a Caller ID service. (Capriotti, Col. 10 lines 30-45) 

For claim 12, Capriotti teaches, the method for enabling a user of a portable electronic 
device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by voice according to 
claim 6, further comprising if a Caller ID service is not operating, prompting the user of 
the portable electronic device to enter a personal identification number ("PIN"), and 
authenticating the PIN to determine whether it is valid. (Capriotti, Col. 10 lines 30-45) 

For claim 13, Capriotti teaches, the method for enabling a user of a portable electronic 
device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by voice according to 
claim 6, wherein the pre-assigned message-identifying indicium allows the voice 
message to be transmitted efficiently to the office-based terminal. (Capriotti, Col. 10 
lines 17-29) 

For claim 14, Capriotti teaches, the method for enabling a user of a portable electronic 
device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by voice according to 
claim 10, further comprising identifying the user of the portable electronic device by 
using a Caller ID service. (Capriotti, Col. 10 lines 30-45) 

For claim 15, Capriotti teaches, the method for enabling a user of a portable electronic 
device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by voice according to 
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claim 10, further comprising, if a Caller ID service is not operating, prompting the user of 
the portable electronic device to enter a PIN, and authenticating the PIN to determine 
whether it is valid. (Capriotti, Col. 10 lines 30-45) 

For claim 16, Capriotti teaches, the method for enabling a user of a portable electronic 
device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by voice according to 
claim 10, wherein the pre-assigned message-identifying indicium allows the voice 
message to be transmitted efficiently to office-based terminal. (Capriotti, Col. 10 lines 
17-29) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

"Claim 9 is rejected under 35 IXS.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Capriotti 

etal. (U.S. Patent 6,748,056). 

For claim 9, Capriotti fails to clearly disclose, the method for enabling a user of a 
portable electronic device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by 
voice according to claim 6, further comprising the step of determining if the recorded 
message is acceptable and if not, recording the message again. 
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It would have been obvious to on of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to include the features, the method for enabling a user of a portable 
electronic device to communicate with a user of an office-based terminal by voice 
according to claim 6, further comprising the step of determining if the recorded message 
is acceptable and if not, recording the message again. Because these feature are well 
known in Voice Messaging System. (Avaya Quick Reference Guide for Aria Software 
"Sending Messages") Capriotti in Col. 5 line 22-29, defines the system as a Voice 
Messaging platform, therefore it would be obvious to implement features that are 
common to most voice system which a user (customer) of the voice system would 
expect. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See attached Notice of references cited (if appropriate). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ajay M. Bhatia whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
3906. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571)272-3933. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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